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Madam Speaker, my prayers and con-

dolences are with his family, with 
those who grieve, and all those who 
had the opportunity to know Bob. I 
know I always appreciated his friend-
ship and I will cherish the time that we 
had together. 

While we mourn the loss of Bob, we 
must also give thanks for the life that 
he lived and the time that we had to 
spend with him. 

f 

THE TRAGEDY OF GUN VIOLENCE 
IS PREVENTABLE 

(Ms. SHERRILL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. SHERRILL. Madam Speaker, 
there have been 37 days so far in 2020. 
More gun deaths happened in this 
country in the first 37 days than in 
every other high-income nation in a 
year. 

The tragedy of gun violence in this 
country is that it is preventable; 36,000 
American lives are needlessly lost an-
nually. Tens of thousands more are 
shot, injured, or left grieving for a fam-
ily member, like Jamie McLaughlin 
from my community in New Jersey. 

Twenty-eight years ago, Jamie’s 
brother, Chet, was shot and killed. In 
honor of Chet and National Gun Vio-
lence Survivors Week, Jamie recently 
shared that there is not a day that goes 
by that she doesn’t ache for her broth-
er’s presence in her life. 

Families across this country grieve 
like Jamie, waiting for the Senate to 
have the courage to act. 

We passed a bipartisan background 
check bill 344 days ago, a commonsense 
measure that more than 90 percent of 
Americans in this country support. 

We owe action to victims, survivors, 
and families torn apart by gun vio-
lence. It is time, past time, that the 
Senate acts and passes H.R. 8. 

f 

HONORING THE LIVES OF FRANK 
AND CINDA EDWARDS 

(Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to re-
member Frank and Cinda Edwards 
from Springfield, Illinois, who trag-
ically died in a plane crash last week. 

Frank and Cinda were my good 
friends. I met Frank when he was the 
fire chief in Springfield, Illinois. Frank 
was a proud Illinois National Guards-
man, a former alderman, and a former 
mayor. Everyone who knew Frank 
knew that he was not afraid to speak 
his mind, and we will miss that. 

Cinda worked as a nurse for 27 years 
before becoming the Sangamon County 
Coroner. She truly loved her job as cor-
oner and took pride in making the of-
fice the best it could be. 

I was blessed to see Cinda days before 
the tragic crash. I can’t believe they 
are gone. 

I still owe Frank a cheeseburger from 
Bill’s Toasty for a wager he won with 
me last year. It will be a reminder 
when I eat that cheeseburger that life 
is too short. 

My thoughts and prayers are truly 
with their son, Alex, during this impos-
sibly difficult time. 

Springfield won’t be the same with-
out you, Frank and Cinda. 

God bless. 
f 

GUN VIOLENCE IS AN EPIDEMIC 

(Mr. HUFFMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Madam Speaker, 
what if I told you there was an epi-
demic in the United States that has 
killed close to 40,000 people, just in the 
year 2019 alone? 

And what if I told you this epidemic 
has taken the lives of almost 8,000 peo-
ple since 2014 in California alone? 

I am not talking about coronavirus, 
or Ebola, or AIDS, or some global pan-
demic. This public health crisis is 
uniquely American. I am talking, of 
course, about gun violence. 

We have let this public health epi-
demic go unchecked far too long. If gun 
violence were a disease with the death 
numbers I just shared with you, we 
would not rest until we had a cure. But 
because many Members of Congress are 
frozen in their ability to act in the face 
of the money the NRA pours into the 
gun lobby, we haven’t acted; especially 
the Senate has not stepped up to act. 

This week is National Gun Violence 
Survivors Week, where we honor the 
lives lost to gun violence and share the 
stories of those whose lives have been 
affected. 

This disease does have a cure. We 
need the Senate to hear our urgency 
and to act on gun violence legislation 
now. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF FIRE 
CHIEF MIKE BRENT 

(Mr. RIGGLEMAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. RIGGLEMAN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to salute a life of service. 
Next week, Fire Chief Mike Brent will 
hang up his helmet and enter a well-de-
served retirement. 

Mike joined the Fluvanna County 
Volunteer Fire Department in January 
of 1977 as a member of the Palmyra 
Volunteer Fire Company. He quickly 
rose through the ranks, and just 10 
years later he was elected to serve as 
the Chief of Fluvanna County Volun-
teer Department; leading volunteers 
from Palmyra, Fork Union, and Kents 
Store. 

During his 32 years as chief, he was 
instrumental in many significant im-
provements to the delivery of fire and 
EMS services in Fluvanna County, to 
include a capital improvements plan 

for three new, state-of-the-art 
firehouses. 

Even after retiring as chief, Mike 
continues to volunteer as a member of 
the Palmyra Volunteer Fire Company; 
a true testament to his resolute com-
mitment and unwavering service to our 
community. 

Chief Brent truly embodies what it 
means to be selfless and putting others’ 
needs before his own. We are forever 
grateful for his service. 

f 
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PROTECTING NATION’S WORK-
FORCE AGAINST EROSION OF 
THEIR RIGHTS 
(Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of 

New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New 
York. Madam Speaker, I rise to express 
my strong support for H.R. 2474, the 
Protecting the Right to Organize Act. 

For over 3 years, the Trump adminis-
tration has waged an assault on orga-
nized labor, limiting unions’ ability to 
fairly represent the American work-
force while undermining safeguards 
that protect against discrimination 
and unsafe working conditions. 

This bill will protect our Nation’s 
workforce against this erosion of their 
rights. The PRO Act introduces mean-
ingful, enforceable penalties for compa-
nies that violate workers’ rights to 
unionize, streamlines access to justice 
for workers who suffer retaliation, fa-
cilitates collective bargaining, and in-
creases transparency in labor relations. 

Our Nation was not built by gold or 
silver but was built by labor. Pro-
tecting the rights of workers to orga-
nize strengthens our workforce, our 
economy, and our Nation. 

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ 
on this important bill. 

f 

COMMEMORATING LEGACY OF 
PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN ON 
HIS BIRTHDAY 
(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to com-
memorate the legacy of President Ron-
ald Reagan on his birthday. 

Some have called him Ronnie, the 
Gipper, or the Great Communicator. 
No matter what you call him, he was 
the right President for this country at 
the right time. 

President Reagan came into office 
with the world still in crisis over the 
Cold War and a country under the 
crushing weight of stagflation. By the 
time President Reagan left office, the 
economy roared and Reagan’s words 
had inflicted a mortal blow to the Ber-
lin Wall. Shortly after leaving office, 
the Berlin Wall fell and the threat of 
communism along with it. 

President Reagan led this country 
with conviction. His conservative prin-
ciples empowered millions of people 
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